
Mississippi Interstate Cooperative Resource Association 
RIVER CHAMPION 

Nomination Form 

The Mississippi Interstate Cooperative Resource Association RIVER CHAMPION 
AWARD is presented to a Delegate or Committee member who makes an exemplary 
and/or outstanding long-term contribution to the Mississippi River basin. 

 
_______________________________ 

Nominee’s Name 

Narrative justification (please limit to 2 pages): 

I would like my nominee to receive the MICRA RIVER CHAMPION AWARD because... 

Throughout his nearly 40-year career, Duane has served as one of the highest standards in 
collaborative research and his basin-wide efforts exemplify the goals and priorities of federal, 
state, university, and local partners throughout the Mississippi River drainage and in bordering 
states. Duane was an active member of the Mississippi River Basin Panel (MRBP) since it was 
formed in 2003, serving as the USGS voting representative to the MRBP from 2007 until his 
retirement in 2022. In the spirit of service, partnership, and collaboration, Duane served the 
panel membership in the role of the Research and Risk Assessment Committee Chair, an 
Executive Committee position, for 18 years. His work within the USGS and theMRBP has 
included the coordination and implementation of many interjurisdictional projects focused on 
aquatic invasive species prevention, management, and control. This includes his own extensive 
work with invasive carp population control and research as well as his technical expertise in 
both project design and field implementation. He has also aided or influenced countless efforts 
laboring over other basin priorities within his own lab or within technical committee. Generous 
with his time and findings, he has always been willing to travel as a guest speaker at diverse 
regional events. Lastly, many admire Duane for his problem-solving skills. He is a model for out-
of-the-box inquiry and an expert at thinking out loud, showing others that countless ideas are 
worth more in development rather than criticism. His talent for thoughtful consideration and 
inclusive discussion have encouraged many (including myself) to engage in productive debate 
to develop concepts that push the boundaries of traditional management and prevention 
practices. 

MRBP Executive Committee February 3, 2023 
Signature       Date 

Please return all nominations to MICRA Executive Board at MICRA@micrarivers.org. 

Duane Chapman 
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